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Artwork by Courtney C., 4th Grade 

 
The Monthly School Newsletter will be published on the 1st day of each month. For submissions, 
please email Marie LaPlante (marietlaplante1@gmail.com) by the 25th to be included in the upcoming 
month's newsletter.   
 
Would you like your child’s artwork featured on the cover of future monthly newsletters?  Send their 
masterpieces to marietlaplante1@gmail.com 

Monthly School 
Newsletter 

October 2011 

mailto:marietlaplante1@gmail.com


2 
 

 
 

Table of Contents 
 

          Page 
 
District Newsletter       3 - 7  
 
Sunset Ridge Monthly News Notes     8 – 9 
 
Middlefork Monthly News Notes     10 – 12 
 
Cell Usage         13 
 
PTO’s President’s Post       14 – 16 
 
Fall Classic Information       17 
 
October Calendar        18 – 19 
 
Ways and Means Guidelines for Funding / Request Form 20 – 22 
 
Family Awareness Network (FAN) Event Information  23 – 25 
 
Haven Youth & Family Services Event Information  26 
 
Northfield Park District October Events    27 – 28 
 
Girl Scout Information       29 
 

Alliance for Early Childhood Flyers     30-31 
 



3 
 

 
 
 

 
October 1, 2011 
 
Dear Sunset Ridge and Middlefork Parents, 
 
The 2011-2012 school year is off to a great start! Our students have adjusted to their new grade 
levels and classroom routines quickly! In addition to a new academic schedule at Sunset Ridge and 
the introduction of iPads at Middlefork and Sunset Ridge, students have new extra-curricular 
options including a chess club at both schools, an expanded 3rd through 8th grade spelling bee, and 
a geography bee at Sunset Ridge. We have also welcomed Haven Youth and Family Services to 
Sunset Ridge and are exploring a 7th grade trip to Springfield. 
 
Topics in this letter include the following: 
 
• Enrollment Update 
• October 6, 7 and 10 
• Haven Youth and Family Services 
• Community Survey and Strategic Plan 
• Presentations by Yong Zhao 
• FAN Presentation:  An Evening with Wendy Mogel 
 
 
Enrollment Update 
 
On August 29 we welcomed 478 students to Middlefork and Sunset Ridge.  In spite of the addition 
of 17 new students in first through eighth grade, our current enrollment is 34 less than last year, 
due in part to the graduation of 74 eighth graders last spring and the enrollment of only 32 
kindergartners this year.  
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

October 6, 7 and 10          
 
Please note that students will have a half day of school on Thursday, Oct 6 (School Improvement 
Day).  In addition, school will not be in session on Friday, October 7 (Staff Institute Day) and 
Monday, October 10 (Columbus Day).  
 
Students should arrive at their regular time on Thursday, October 6. Lunch will not be available 
that day.  The early dismissal times are as follows: 
 
    Grades K‐2   11:45 a.m.    
    Grade 3         11:55 a.m.    
    Grades 4‐8   12:00 p.m. 
 
Staff will be learning about the new Common Core Standards and working on curriculum on 
Thursday afternoon and throughout the day on Friday. 
 
Haven Youth and Family Services 
 
Haven Youth and Family Services is a local not-for-profit social service agency which helps youth 
and families in crisis by offering specialized programs focused on prevention, intervention and 
private counseling. Located in Wilmette, Haven was founded in 1976 and began with an outreach 
program for youth. The District is partnering with Haven to provide our junior high students with 
one more layer of support as they navigate the teen years.  This program has been available at 
Washburne Junior High in Winnetka and New Trier for several years, and we are pleased to be 
able to offer it now at Sunset Ridge. 
 
We are fortunate to have Robin Metzler, a certified social worker from Haven, present at Sunset 
Ridge every day during the junior high lunch/recess period.  She is also available on Mondays and 
Wednesdays after school for students who wish to "drop in" to our Learning Center.  Students who 
take advantage of these informal times with Ms. Metzler have several options—to work on 
homework, socialize, play games, work on projects, etc.   
 
Haven is not conducting individual therapy during their time in the building.  However, they will 
connect with Marti von Kluck, our school's Social Worker, Dr. Ed Stange, Director of Student 
Services, classroom teachers, and Dr. Shelley Carey if there are any issues they observe or need to 
share.  The District will connect with individual parents if any concerns involve their children.  
Should any student or parent seek out individual counseling, Marti von Kluck would be available 
to help facilitate that process, or families may contact Haven or other social service agencies 
directly.  If you have any questions about Haven’s role in the school, please contact Dr. Stange, Mrs. 
von Kluck, or Dr. Carey. 
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Community Survey and Strategic Plan 
 
As you may have heard, one of the major goals this year is to develop a new strategic plan, 
designed to enhance our programs and give direction for future District goals and 21st century 
learning initiatives. Our current strategic plan, which is in its fourth and final year, was developed 
in 2008 following the administration of a comprehensive community survey and several meetings 
with our strategic planning team.  
 
We are about to embark on this important journey once again.  This process begins by engaging 
our community stakeholders in a survey, similar to the survey administered in 2007-2008. Survey 
data will tell us how we are doing today and help us plan for the future. We will be seeking the 
input of current Middlefork and/or Sunset Ridge parents as well as that of community members 
who do not currently have students attending our schools. Staff members and students in grades 
5-8 will also be asked to complete surveys. The input of all stakeholders is critical to the survey 
and ultimately, to our strategic planning process. 
 
We once again hired School Perceptions LLC, an independent firm with great expertise conducting 
surveys and providing feedback to districts like ours.  We based our 2011 survey on the 2008 
survey, keeping many of the questions consistent in an effort to compare responses to the same 
questions over the years. A Committee of District 29 Board, administrators and staff 
representatives worked with School Perceptions to update and finalize our survey.  
 
The survey, along with instructions for completing the paper and online versions, will be mailed to 
all District 29 community members in early November. The survey will be completely confidential; 
all responses will be sent directly to School Perceptions. A survey report will be prepared and 
shared with you, our Board of Education, the community, and our Strategic Planning Team later 
this year.  
 
Your input is very important to our goal of continued school improvement.  We are excited about 
future District 29 opportunities and endeavors, and we are eager to include your voice in this 
process. Thank you in advance for your time and participation.  
 

Presentations by Yong Zhao     
 
Part of our strategic planning process will also involve research on how exceptional 21st century 
schools prepare their students to become global citizens. We have invited Yong Zhao, Presidential 
Chair and Associate Dean for Global Education, College of Education at the University of Oregon, 
and Director of the Center for Advanced Technology in Education, to talk with members of our 
staff, Board of Education, and Strategic Planning Team at the end of October.  Zhao’s work will 
likely influence our thinking as we embrace global learning opportunities and establish 
Middlefork and Sunset Ridge among the top performing 21st century schools. 
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In addition, I am pleased to inform you that all District 29 parents will also 
have an opportunity to hear Zhao’s presentation What Does a High-Quality Education Mean? He 
will be speaking on Tuesday, October 25 at 7:00 p.m. at New Trier’s Gaffney Auditorium located at 
the Winnetka Campus. District 29 is co-sponsoring his talk along with FAN (Family Awareness 
Network), New Trier Parents' Association Class of 2012 Board, Avoca SD 37, Glencoe SD 35, 
Kenilworth SD 38, Wilmette SD 39, and Winnetka SD 36.  
 
Zhao’s research interests include educational policy, computer gaming and education, diffusion of 
innovations, teacher adoption of technology, computer-assisted language learning, and 
globalization and education. Dr. Zhao has published over 20 books and 100 articles. His most 
recent book is Catching Up or Leading the Way: American Education in the Age of Globalization. You 
can visit Zhao’s website at www.zhaolearning.com to learn more about him and his areas of 
research.   
 
I encourage you to attend his presentation on October 25! Please refer to FAN’s website at fan-
ntts.ntnow.org/ for additional information. 
 
FAN Presentation:  An Evening with Wendy Mogel 
 
Wendy Mogel, Ph.D. is an internationally acclaimed clinical psychologist, parenting expert and the 
author of the New York Times best selling parenting book, The Blessing of a Skinned Knee. The 
Blessing of a Skinned Knee offered parents practical wisdom about the task of raising self-reliant 
children, and was guided and infused by Dr. Mogel’s clinical experiences and by her immersion in 
Jewish thought and teachings. 
 
In her new book, The Blessing of a B Minus, Dr. Mogel continues in the same vein, this time 
examining the teen years, and asks us to “convert our teens’ struggles into blessings.” She 
demonstrates how to reframe our common struggles with teens -- rude behavior, chores, 
materialism, self-centeredness, experimentation and rule-breaking – to allow for teens’ needed 
character development and maturation. Dr. Mogel advocates that parents move away from over-
protection, over-involvement and over-enmeshment, which leave teens unable to solve their own 
problems and learn from their own mistakes.  
 
For this presentation, Dr. Mogel will discuss allowing our teens to become, accept and embrace 
their imperfect but fully human selves. She will identify ways we can guide our teens with 
“leadership that is respectful of their developmental phase and their individual spirit,” helping 
them to become resilient, self-reliant and appreciative adults. 
 

http://www.zhaolearning.com/
http://fan-ntts.ntnow.org/
http://fan-ntts.ntnow.org/
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This free program will take place on Monday, October 17 at 7:00 p.m. at Am Shalom, located at 840 
Vernon Avenue in Glencoe.  It is co-sponsored by FAN and Am Shalom. For more information refer 
to the FAN website (fan-ntts.ntnow.org/ ) or the attached flyer. 
 

******* 
As always, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher, our administrators or me should you 
have any questions or concerns about these or any other topics. 
 

Happy October!!     
 
Sincerely, 

                                                           
Linda J. Vieth, Ed.D.     
Superintendent of Schools  

http://ntnow.org/programs.htm
http://www.amshalom.com/
http://fan-ntts.ntnow.org/
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SUNSET RIDGE SCHOOL MONTHLY NEWS NOTES 
 

 
BEING ON TIME: Thank you for making sure your child is on time for school. Grades 
5-8 have their first bell at 8:18 a.m. with a final bell at 8:24 a.m. Students should be in 
their homerooms (5th/6th) or Core 1 classes (7th/8th) by 8:24 a.m. Grades 4 students enter 
the building at 8:35 a.m. Morning supervisors are outside starting at 8:10 a.m. Overall, 
attendence has been excellent this first stretch of the year. We appreciate the time you 
build into your morning routines to have your children on time for school. Thank you for 
using the Attendance Line to report any absences (847-881-9400 x6). Please call before 
9 a.m. If something comes up during the day, call the Main Office (847-881-9400 x0). 
Teachers may not get a phone message until late in the day. 
 
THE “BUZZ” ON “BEES”: Students in grades 4-8 are invited to compete in the 
National Geographic Society’s Geography Bee. We are hosting a local competition this 
year. Interested students have until October 12th to sign up. There is an information 
meeting for students after school on Friday, October 14th. Our local competition will be 
held at 7:00 p.m. on December 1st. More information is posted on our SRS News. We 
are waiting for final word from the Scripps National Spelling Bee organization in order 
to set up dates for our local spelling bee. We are expanding the Spelling Bee to include 
grade 3. We will plan an after school “bee” for grades 3-5. The winner will compete at 
an evening “bee” with students from grades 6-8. More information will come your way 
once we hear from them. 
 
SECOND CUPS: We have three “Second Cups” in October. 

Grades 6, 7, 8: Parents of 6th, 7th, and/or 8th graders are invited to come to our 
school’s Learning Center at 7:00 p.m. on October 20th to meet with Georgia Bozeday as 
we talk about our work to teach pre-teens/teens ways to organize their academic lives 
through our Executive Function systems. 
 
Grades 4 & 5: Parents with 4th and 5th graders meet on October 21st at 9 a.m. in 
the cafeteria to share ideas about helping your children learn our Executive Function 
system. 
 
Grade 6: On October 28th, we have set aside time for our grade 6 parents to join 
us over a “second cup” at 9:00 a.m. in the cafeteria to check in as we wrap up the first 
quarter! 
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SUNSET RIDGE SCHOOL MONTHLY NEWS NOTES, CON’T. 
 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL DANCE: The first Student Council dance of the year is Friday, 
October 28th from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Students in grades 6,7,8 must have two forms signed 
and turned in to attend – Dance Permission Form and Extracurricular Form. We ask 
parents to please be on time to pick up. All students are required to be picked up by an 
adult. 
 
GRADE 6 SOCIAL DANCE: On selected Friday nights, our 6th graders have their own “Dancing 
with the Stars” program in our large gym. It is a wonderful way for students to get together as they 
practice dance steps and social etiquette. 
 
SRS NEWS: For more SRS news, please visit: http://www.sunsetridge29.net/Page/234 

http://www.sunsetridge29.net/Page/234
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       October Notes for Middlefork School 

 
 
October 6, 2011 Early Dismissal Day for Students 
K-2 students will be dismissed at 11:45 a.m., and third graders at 11:55 a.m. from 
NORTH end of sidewalk. 

• Drivers should use the entire length of the driveway – no separate lines for grade 
levels. 

• Drivers picking up students in grades K-2 AND grade 3 should wait to arrive for 
the later (11:55) dismissal. 

 
 
October 14, 2011 2nd Cup of Coffee, 9:15 a.m. 
Dr. Greene will share information about the District’s standardized testing program, 
including the MAP test recently administered to the third graders. 
 
 
October 17, 2011 
Kindergarten hours change from 12:50 p.m. to 1:50 p.m. The exception is Monday, 
October 31st, when kindergartners will be dismissed at 12:50 p.m. for Halloween. 
 
 
October 31, 2011 Halloween Schedule 

10:45 a.m.  K to parade through 1st, 2nd, 3rd grade rooms 
11:30-11:50  Regular Lunch schedule for K-3 
12:50 p.m.  Kindergarten Dismissal 
1-1:40 p.m.  1st – 2nd grade recess 
1:55 p.m.  1st – 3rd parade/assembly 
2:25 p.m.  1st – 3rd classroom parties 
3:00/3:10 p.m. 1st - 3rd dismissals 
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Drop-Off and Pick-Up Procedures 
in the 

MIDDLEFORK DRIVEWAY 
 

(For a complete description, see Driveway Procedures in the 
Middlefork Back-to-School 2011 section on the D29 website.) 

 
 
Two-Door System: Door 1 (south) & Door 3 (north) 
 

Kindergarten:   a.m. drop off at Door 1, p.m. pick-up at Door 3 
 
First grade:    a.m. and p.m. at Door 1 
 
Second & Third grades:  a.m. and p.m. at Door 3 

 
 
Morning Drop-off & Afternoon Dismissal Times 
 

8:15 a.m.  Drop-off begins for all grades. Do not drop off students earlier 
than 8:15, as full supervision is not available until that time. 

 
1:50 p.m.  Kindergarten (beginning October 17, 2011) 

 
3:00 p.m.  First and Second grades 
 
3:10 p.m.  Third grade. Please do not come before this time. You tie up traffic for 

the earlier dismissal time. 
 
 
 
Carpools w/BOTH 3:00 & 3:10 p.m. Dismissals 
Drivers picking up combinations of students in grades 1–3, should adhere to the 
following: 
 
CARPOOLS: 1st & 2nd combo – Dismissed at Door 1 at 3:00 

2nd & 3rd combo – Dismissed at Door 3 after 3:10 p.m. 
1st & 3rd OR 1st, 2nd, & 3rd grades – Door 1 after 3:15 p.m. ** 

 
** At the end of the day, first graders who car pool with third graders will wait in the main 
foyer from 3:00 p.m. until the third grade dismissal at 3:10 p.m. It takes a few minutes for 
the third graders to meet up with their first grade buddies, so these drivers are asked to not 
arrive at school before 3:15 p.m. 
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Additional 
Safety Notes and Considerations 

 
The following directions are critical to safe and efficient driveway traffic flow. PLEASE read these 
and SHARE them with all adults who may be dropping off or picking up your children during the 
school year. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
 

1. There is a 5 MPH speed limit in the driveway. 
 
2. Drivers are asked to refrain from using their cell phones while in the driveway line. 

There are parking spaces along the curb on the west side of the drive where drivers 
may park and talk. 

 
3. The center-driving lane is for moving traffic only. Drivers should not stop or angle out 

into the center lane at any time. If there is no room along the curb, drivers should use 
the parallel parking spaces along the west curb of the driveway or drive through to 
Wagner Road and reenter the line. 

 
4. Children are not permitted to cross the driveway alone. Drivers who park in the 

driveway’s parallel parking spaces must cross and escort their children across the 
drive. 

 
5. The area along the sidewalk curb is a designated fire lane and therefore parking is not 

allowed anywhere at any time. The Northfield Police may ticket unattended cars parked 
in this area. 

 
6. Arranging after-school play dates while waiting in the driveway line during dismissal 

time interferes with traffic flow. Students and parents should make such arrangements 
from home (or move to the parking lot to discuss). 

 
7. Drivers arriving ahead of scheduled dismissal times are encouraged to turn off their 

ignitions to reduce fuel emissions. 
 
8. Adult Walkers/Cyclists and the School Sidewalk: Adults should wait for their students 

on the sidewalk area at the north or south end of the driveway. 
i. Adults arriving via bicycle must dismount before entering the sidewalk area. 

ii. Dogs are not permitted on the school sidewalks during drop-off or pick-up time 
periods. 
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          October 2011 
 
 
Dear District 29 Parent: 
 
As a school community, we are united in our belief that student safety and welfare are our 
primary concerns. As such, we are once again requesting that parents and visitors arriving 
via automobile to Sunset Ridge and Middlefork Schools, refrain from using their cell 
phones upon entering the schools’ driveways. Morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up 
times are particularly important because of the large number of students within close 
proximity of the cars. We have concluded that cell phone usage is a potential distraction 
that impedes our efforts to maintain safe and organized driveways and parking lots. Our 
own observations and conversations with the Northfield Police Department support this 
recommendation. We appreciate your cooperation in complying with this request and in 
relaying it to other family members and caregivers who may be responsible for 
transporting your child. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mary Frances Greene    Shelley Carey 
Principal      Principal 
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PTO President’s Post 

“Do one thing every day that scares you.” – Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
 
          October 2011 
  
Dear Parents, Teachers, Administrators, and Staff, 
 
It’s officially Fall, my favorite season of the year!  What does Fall mean to me?  Leaves changing color, 
crisp cool air, warm apple cider, and the start of football season (Go, ‘Cats!).  Thanks to the following 
women and men, who have been pitching in for the PTO this season: 
 

 Vice President Sydney Clark, who brought popsicles to Middlefork and Sunset Ridge for 
sweltering students. 

 

 Treasurer Lynn Hawley, Assistant Treasurer Joe McInerney, and Vice President Sydney Clark, 
who collected PTO dues and room fees at all the Open Houses. 
 

 Learning Center Volunteers chairs Susan Jones and Elizabeth Gallagher, who have been finding 
all the learning center volunteers. 
 

 Programs chair Abra Berkley, who planned the Harlem Globetrotters presentation at 
Middlefork and Sunset Ridge, and Programs chair Kim Stricker, who coordinated the Chicago 
Percussion Group’s presentation at Sunset Ridge this month. 

 

 Hospitality chairs Barbara Giannetti and Stephanie Dohrer, who planned a retirement 
reception for Carol Broos. 

 

 Secretary Tara Subeck, who bought a gift for the retirement reception and typed up all the 
minutes from our first PTO meeting. 

 

 Ways and Means chairs Sue Siegel and Andrea Macina, who have been presenting to staff and 
collecting proposals. 

 

 Social Dance chairs Karen Tragos and Patty Mosele, who have been planning all the social 
dances. 

 

 Assistant Treasurer Joe McInerney, who renewed all the eScrip participants. 
 

 Directory chairs Betsy Kochvar and Julie Ponder, who have been working on the directory and 
have sent it to print. 
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 Welcomers chairs Leslie George and Jeanne Welch, who hosted the ice cream social for 
families new to District 29, and Clothing chairs Buggie O’Grady and Kate Rekett, who sold 
clothing at the event. 

 

 Fall Fundraiser chairs Sarah Deeb, Cheri Tracy, and Melissa Yeoman, who are gathering players 
for the “Fall Classic” softball tournament.  Parents, teachers, administrators, and staff are 
invited to play on Saturday, October 15th, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the Northfield Park District. 

 

 Book Fair chairs Amy and Jim Thompson, who booked authors to speak to the students and are 
planning the book fair, which will take place on November 9th and 10th at Sunset Ridge School, 
with set-up on November 8th.   

 

 Holiday Projects chairs Jill Cunningham and Shelley Baird, who have been busy setting up dates 
for the gathering and delivering of gifts for the Northwestern Settlement House. 

 
 
 
Did you know? 
 
Donate your used ink cartridges to our schools, and the PTO makes $1 for every cartridge!  Drop boxes 
are located in the Sunset Ridge Learning Center and the Middlefork hallway. 
 
Your child’s artwork could be on the cover of an upcoming monthly newsletter!  Send all submissions 
to Marie LaPlante at: marietlaplante1@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
Save the date! 
 
October PTO Meeting: Special guest speakers Deborah “Miss Debbie” Kushnir and Melissa Morgan, 
from the Northfield Public Library, will stop by to give book recommendations prior to the Book Fair!  
Come to the Northfield Park District Community Center on Tuesday, October 11th, at 12:30 p.m., and 
hear all the latest and greatest news from the administration, school board, and PTO chairs.  Your 
attendance is welcomed and appreciated!   
 
 
“Fall Classic” Softball Tournament: Pitch in for the PTO and participate in a fun new fundraiser!  
Parents, teachers, staff, and administrators are invited to play softball on Saturday, October 15th, from 
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the Northfield Park District!  Check the District 29 home page for a link to the sign-
up sheet. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marietlaplante1@gmail.com


16 
 

PTO Opportunity 
 
Be a Spring Fair Chair: The PTO is looking for a few more people to chair the Spring Fair.  This is a fun 
opportunity!  Contact Erin Charchut at (847) 441-9053 or erincharchut@hotmail.com if you are 
interested. 
 
 
We need your help!   
 
Register your Dominick's Fresh Value Card with eScrip and you can earn over $150 annually for our 
PTO.  Sign up online.  It's quick, easy, and costs you nothing!  Each time you make a purchase at 
Dominick's with your Fresh Values Card, Dominick's will make a donation to our PTO. 
1. Go to www.escrips.com 
2. Click on "sign up" 
3. Follow the instructions to register your Dominick's Fresh Value Card. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Erin Charchut. PTO President 
 
 
Questions about the PTO?  Interested in volunteering?  E-mail Erin at: erincharchut@hotmail.com. 
 
 
 

mailto:erincharchut@hotmail.com
http://www.escrips.com/
mailto:erincharchut@hotmail.com
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October Calendar  

 

 

October 5 8:45 a.m. ï Parent Character Education Committee Meeting ï  

  Dr. Stangeôs Office 

 

  7:00 p.m. ï Education Committee Meeting ï SRS Learning Center 

 

October 6 School Improvement Day ï Early Dismissal  

  

    Early Dismissal Times 

    Grades K‐2   11:45 a.m.    

    Grade 3         11:55 a.m.    

    Grades 4‐8    12:00 p.m. 

 

October 7 Teacher Institute Day ï No School 

 

October 10 Columbus Day ï No School 

 

October 11 12:30 p.m. - PTO Meeting ï Northfield Park District Community Center 

 

  6:00 p.m. ï Finance/Facilities Committee Meeting ï SRS Learning Center 

 

  7:00 p.m. ï Regular School Board Meeting ï SRS Learning Center 

 

October 14 9:15 a.m. ï MF Second Cup of Coffee Meeting ï ñStandardized Testingò 

 

  3:30 p.m. ï SRS Information Meeting about Geography Bee 

 

  7:00 p.m. ï 6
th
 Grade Social Dance ï SRS Large Gym 

 

October 15 5:00-7:00 p.m. ï PTO Fundraiser ï Fall Classic Softball Tournament at    

  Northfield Park District 

 

October 17  Kindergarten Dismissal Changes to 1:50 p.m.  

 

  7:00 p.m. ï FAN Presentation ñAn Evening with Wendy Mogelò-   

  Am Shalom, 840 Vernon Ave., Glencoe  

 

October 20 7:00 p.m. ï Grades 6/7/8 ï Executive Function Parent Meeting with    

  Georgia Bozeday ï SRS Learning Center 
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October Calendar, conôt.  

 

 

October 21 9:00 a.m. ï SRS Second Cup of Coffee Meeting ï (Grades 4/5) ï     

  ñExecutive Function Skillsò ï SRS Cafeteria 

 

  11:30 a.m.-  Middlefork October Birthday Lunch 

 

  7:00 p.m. ï 6
th
 Grade Social Dance ï SRS Large Gym 

 

October 25 7:00 p.m. ï FAN Presentation- Jong Zhao ñWhat Does a High-Quality    

  Education Mean?ò ï NT Winnetka Campus, Gaffney Auditorium 

 

October 28 End of 1
st
 Quarter 

 

  9:00 a.m. ï SRS 2
nd

 Cup of Coffee Meeting ï Grade 6 Parents ï  

  SRS Cafeteria 

 

  7:00-9:00 p.m. ï Grades 6-8 Student Council Dance ï SRS Large Gym 

 

October 31 1:55 p.m. Middlefork 1
st
-3

rd
 Grade Halloween Parade 
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Ways & Means 
Guidelines for PTO Funding Requests 

2011-2012 
 

Every fall the PTO Ways and Means Committee collects funding requests made by 
teachers, parents, or students that fall outside of the line item PTO budget. 
 

1. The deadline for submitting the proposals will be Tuesday, November 1st.  
Thorough details as to the dollar amount of the request, who would be 
involved and who the request would benefit (PTO, Administration, Park 
District, Parents and Students) should be included.  If more than one party is 
involved (i.e. Middlefork School and the Park District) both groups need to 
submit a proposal. 

 
2. It is strongly encouraged that a representative for each proposal attends the 

November PTO meeting to answer questions.  At the November meeting the 
PTO will decide which proposals will be included on the December ballot by 
voting on each proposal.  All proposals receiving at least 51% of the “yes” vote 
in November will be on the December ballot and voted on at the December 
PTO meeting. 

 
3. Please feel free to contact either Sue Siegel  (847-446-0449) or Andrea Macina 

(847-386-6786) with any questions about the Ways and Means process.  Forms 
will be available in the school offices, on the website, and in the bulletin. 
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Ways & Means 
Requests for PTO Funding 2011-2012 

 
 
Name___________________________________________Date____________________ 
 
Any teacher, parent, or student who has a request for funds from the PTO must fill out this form.  
Please answer these questions as thoroughly as possible, providing supporting detail and information.  
When completed, please return to the PTO drawer at either school by Tuesday, November 1st.  
Alternatively, forms may be emailed to Sue Siegel (swsiegel@comcast.net) or Andrea Macina 
(aamacina@yahoo.com).   Please be available (or send a representative) to attend the November PTO 
Board meeting. 
 
In order to give fair consideration to each proposal, the PTO requests that those submitting or 
supporting the proposal not campaign for it.  Campaigning would include the distribution of any 
written material prior to the November meeting and phone trees. 
 
Any questions, please contact Sue Siegel (847-446-0449) or Andrea Macina (847-386-6786). 
 

1. Define request: 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Amount requested: 
 
 

3. Can this project be funded in stages? Yes/No.  If yes, what timetable is involved? 
 
 
 
 

4. Has this request been reviewed by the school administration?  What was their response as to 
its merit and priority? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 

 

mailto:swsiegel@comcast.net
mailto:aamacina@yahoo.com
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Ways & Means 
Requests for PTO Funding 2011-2012, con’t. 

 
5. What is the intended goal of your request?  Would it have any other uses or applications?  Use 

additional paper if needed.  
 
 
 
 

6. Can this request be funded through the use of existing resources or by adding to existing 
resources? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What are the long range benefits? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Is this a one time request or do you envision needing additional PTO funds in the future or long 
range? 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 2 
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Is your child currently a freshman at New Trier High School? 

Do you have questions or concerns about helping him or her through the 
first year of a very new, yet stressful experience? 

  

ON 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19TH AT 7:00 p.m., 

HAVEN WILL BE HOSTING A "Q & A" SESSION TO HELP ANSWER YOUR 
QUESTIONS. 

By having a daily presence at New Trier and meeting with students, teachers, 
and administrators on a regular basis, Haven Outreach Workers are very aware 

of the "ins and outs" of navigating through this transition. 

The event will be held at Haven 

(825 Green Bay Road in Wilmette) 

Questions? Contact Amy OôLeary at 847-251-6630 

 

 
 

HAVEN CLINICAL SERVICES 
*All services provided by Haven are free of charge* 

  

In addition to providing individual counseling services to  

area youth (ages 12-18) and their families,  

Haven is now offering support groups.  

  

Starting October 12th, Haven will be offering an: 

 8 Week Stress and Anxiety  

Support Group for Teens 

  
The group will be held every Wednesday from 5:30-6:30 at Haven. To enroll in this group 
or to learn more about the various clinical services available at Haven, please contact 
Clinical Director Miriam Corlett at 847-251-6630 



27 
 

            October Events at the Northfield Park District 

Don’t forget second session fall classes begin the week of October 24th - fall sports end shortly after!  Register 
soon to avoid full or cancelled programs- some classes are already full or near full! 

Middlefork Improvement Day 

Thursday, Oct. 6th, 11:45 AM – 2:45 PM 

Grades K-3rd 

$30 per participant 

Once school is out for the day we will take the park district bus to Barnaby’s for pizza lunch.  We’ll head back to 
the park district for games and sports in the gym, a craft, and end the day with BINGO.  Kid’s will be walked from 
school to the Northfield Community Center. 

Girl’s Only Spa Night 

Thursday, Oct. 6th   - No school Friday!   6:30-8:30 PM 

Grades K-3rd 

$25 per participant 

Girls only invited to this fun party!  We’ll start off with pizza for dinner, make a fun dessert, do each other’s nails 
and makeup, and make our own lip gloss.  Located at the Northfield Community Center. 

Flag Football Competition 

Thursday, Oct. 6th   - No school Friday!    6:30-8:30 PM 

Grades K-3rd 

$25 per participant 

Are you the next Jay Cutler?  Do you have what it takes to lead your team to victory?  It’s time to find out!  Pizza 
and soda will be served.  All members of the winning team will receive trophies.  Located at the Northfield 
Community Center. 
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Old Fashioned Campfire at Clarkson Park 

Friday, October 14th, 6:00-7:30 PM 

$15 per family 

Parents get ready to play some fun games with your kids!  We’ll finish off the night by making s’mores and 
listening to stories around the fire! 

  

Abracadabra – It’s Magic! 

Wednesday, Oct. 19th, 4:00-4:55 PM 

Ages  5-12 Yrs. 

$17 per participant 

Amaze your family and friends with newly learned magic tricks!  While the tricks may appear difficult, you’ll 
discover that they are quick to learn and easy to perform.  All materials are provided, and each child receives a 
magic kit to take home.  Class held at the Northfield Community Center 

  

Boo Bash! 

Friday, Oct. 21st, 6:00-7:30 PM 

Ages  3-8 Yrs. 

FREE! 

Join us for our Halloween special event.  Wear your costume if you choose to enjoy free carnival games for 
prizes, a balloon artist, a craft, cookie and juice box, and a special ghoulish train ride!  Children must attend with 
an adult.  This event will take place rain or shine at the Northfield Community Center. 
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